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Common 
Image 
[File]types

JPEG

Joint Photographic Experts Group

GIF

Graphics Interchange Format

TIFF

Tagged Image File

BMP

Bitmap File Format

PNG

Portable Network Graphics

PDF

Portable Document Format



JPEG

Created by the organization/committee which it's named after: Joint 

Photogenic Experts Group, in 1992. It's a compressed version of the 

original file, which is known as 'lossy', which means that it has lower 

quality for greater portability and less demand on the recipient's 

bandwidth.

JPEGs are known to provide a lot of metadata, such as pixel data, 

aspect-ratio, etc.



PNG

Portable Document File

Creates a lossless version of 

a graphics, and even word 

processor files.



GIF
Graphics Interchange Format

An image format which has multiple uses but si 

primarily used for animated photos and icons(such 

as favicons of a website.)



TIFF
Tagged Image File Format

Commonly used in publishing and graphic design.

The default file format for macOS's screen capture 

utility.

Not used as much now except with scanning and fax 

applications, such as Microsoft Document Imaging.



Metadata 
Tools

• Exiftool

• Exiv2

• Hachoir

• Google Maps
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